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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, SA 

SUBJECT: ESCAPE OF JOHN L. MCDONALD 

REF: JIDDA 3693 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN MAY 17 WASHINGTON POST 
(PG. A-16). BEGIN QTE: "ESCAPE IN A PACKING BOX. HOUSTON- 
A TEXAS BUSINESSMAN BARRED FROM LEAVING SAUDI ARABIA BE- 
CAUSE OF A CONTRACT DISPUTE WITH SAUDI OFFICIALS SAYS HE 
ESCAPED BY AIRFREIGHTING HIMSELF IN A WOODEN PACKING BOX. 

"JOHN L. MCDONALD, 47, PRESIDENT OF HERITAGE BUILDING 
SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL, SAID HE CONTRACTED WITH THE SAUDIS 
TO SUPPLY CONCRETE HOUSING FORMS, BUT HE SAID THE SAUDIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 125903 

CLAIMED AFTER HE ARRIVED THAT THE DOLS 400,000 DEAL 
INCLUDED INSTALLING THE FORMS AND ERECTING THE HOUSING. 

"ON NOV 19 THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT SEIZED HIS PASSPORT, HE 
SAID, AND HE BECAME CONVINCED (HE) WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED 
TO LEAVE FOR YEARS, IF EVER. 
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"HE CHARGED THAT THE SAUDIS TRIED TO TRICK HIM INTO SIGNING 
A STATEMENT THAT HE HAD BEEN TREATED FAIRLY, AND THAT WHEN 
HE "TOLD THEM I WOULD DIE BEFORE I WOULD SIGN THEIR DOCU- 
MENTS, THEY TOLD ME THAT COULD BE ARRANGED." 

"MCDONALD BUILT A BOX 4-FEET HIGH, 2 1/2-FEET WIDE AND 
2 1/2-FEET DEEP, WITH SMALL AIR HOLES. ON MAY 7 HE PLACED 
A BAG OF CEMENT APPROXIMATELY HIS WEIGHT INSIDE THE BOX 
AND HAD IT DELIVERED TO THE AIRPORT. AFTER CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, HE WENT TO THE AIRPORT AND GOT IN THE BOX WHIFF. 

GUARDS WEREN’T LOOKING. WHEN THE BOX WAS UNLOADED AT A 
EUROPEAN AIRPORT, MCDONALD CLIMBED OUT AND DECLARED HIMSELF. 

HE ARRIVED IN HOUSTON MAY 8."END QTE. VANCE 
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